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decisively on all toes that got in their way; blundering
enormously and preposterously, and yet always coming out
steadily planted on their feet; eating roast beef and plum-
pudding ; drinking rum in the tropics; singing c God Save
the King' and intoning Watts's hymns under the nose of
ancient dynasties and prehistoric priesthoods; managing
always to get their own way, to force a reluctant world to
take note of them as a great if rather disagreeable fact, and
making it probable that, in long ages to come, the English
of ' Robinson Crusoe' will be the native language of inhabi-
tants of every region under the sun.